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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide new optically active compounds showing a 
remarkably spontaneous polarization and suitable for a liquid 
crystalline display device excellent in rapid respronse. 
CONSTITUTION: Optically active compounds of formula I (R1* and 
R2* are 4-20C optically active group; (n) is 1 or 2), e.g. 3-hydroxy- 
4-[S(+)-1 - methylheptyloxycarbonyl) phenyl] 4'-[S-(+)-1 - 
methylheptyloxycarbonyl) biphenyl-4-carboxylate] of formula II. The 
compounds of formula I can be obtained, e.g. by the method 
mentioned below; Para-iodobenzoic acid of formula III is reacted 
with an optically active alcohol to synthesize an aromatic carboxylic 
acid ester of formula IV and the alkyltin substitution of the aromatic 
halide is carried out in the presence of a transition metal catalyst to 
obtain a compound of formula V. On the other hand, 2,4- 
dihydroxybenzoic acid of formula VI is esterified by using an 
optically active alcohol to obtain a compound of formula VII and 
para-iodobenzoic acid is reacted therewith to obtain a compound of 
formula VIII. The compound of formula V is finally reacted with the 
compound of formula VIII, thus obtaining the objective compound of 
formula I. 
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